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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Since my last report I attended a meeting of the Eastern Region of u3a. The region extends from 

Hawthorn to Emerald and includes member organizations from Nunawading, Manningham, 

Croydon, Box Hill and many others. Nunawading are preparing to move into new premises, which 

are being built on a former school site, around “this time next year”. They have over a thousand 

members and consequently have more classes than we have so they have an interesting year 

ahead. In the nearer future Emerald are preparing to move into a new building which is under 

construction. In the entrance to the new building their architect has a space which will allow light 

and air to flow between the two levels. I told their President that in our building the same aperture 

also allows the flow of much noise, he responded “oh dear”.  At the same meeting Box Hill 

reported that they are working on a project to attract more male members and are reviewing their course 

structure as part of the project. Many member u3a find that they have to compete with “Men’s Sheds” to attract 

male members. For your information about one third of our membership is male. 
 

At the end of each term our Membership Secretary reviews the class attendances for the past term. We do this to 

ensure that members are notifying their absence and are not denying a place in the class to other members who 

may be on a waiting list. Please study the “Apologies Needed” Notice below.  If your name has been removed and 

you are aggrieved because of this you should discuss it with the Membership Secretary. Our Office Volunteers are 

not in a position to resolve these issues and an aggressive approach to the office volunteers will not be received 

kindly by members of your committee. 
 

Finally, we have had a few incidents of disrespect reported recently. Each of us is just one of a community of more 

than 750 and if we adopt a respectful approach to all, our experience will be more enjoyable. 

David David David David  

Apologies Needed 
Again, at the start of this term we had a number of 

members wondering why they had received an automatic 

email to say they'd been deleted from a course. There are 

two ways to be deleted from a course. 
 

1) By choice - if you decide to withdraw and have either 

filled in a form in the office, or rung the office.  

2) The second way is for non-attendance over a long 

period with no apology given. 
 

So if you don't want to be deleted from a course please do 

one of the following:  

∗ Ring the office with an apology as soon as you can 

∗ or leave a message on the office answer machine; 

∗  or write 'AP' in the class roll yourself if you know in 

advance you'll be away;  

∗ or ask someone else to do this for you if you are 

unable to do it yourself.  
 

Do not email your apologies - the office staff do not 

receive emails so they will not be acted upon. 

Exploring Science & Technology  

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am   

1 May 
1. The Top Ten Drugs – Robert Sinclair 

2. Measurement Revisited 2 – Robert Taylor 
 

8 May 

1. Baron Rothchild of Tring – John Casey 

2. Continued 
 

15 May 

1. Measurement Revisited 3 – Robert Taylor 

2. Continued 
 

22 May 

1. Wasted, The Story of Food Waste -DVD 

2. Continued 
 

29 May 

1. Agriculture and Food Challenges in 

 Australia  – Michael Ransom 

2.  To be advised 

☺☺☺☺
These days I try to avoid things that make 

me fat like scales, mirrors and photographs. 



 

Term  Ends Public Holidays 

2 16 April 29 June Anzac  Day  Wed 25 April 

Queen’s B’day Mon 11 June 

3 16 July 21 Sept  

4 8 October 30 Nov Mon 5 & Tues 6 Nov.  

Mel Cup Eve & Cup Day 

OPERATIONAL DATES 2018 
New Course  - How to Read Music 
For 4 weeks from Monday 29 Oct. 9.30 -11.15am 

 

After the Recorder Ensemble gave its first public 

performance at the AGM, I talked with with some of the 

audience over lunch.  I was delighted to receive their 

appreciation of our efforts.  However, a number of 

people said to me “I’d love to sing or play an instrument, 

but I can’t read music”.  A famous jazz musician said 

“Like, Man, you gotta read the dots”. Being able to “read 

the dots” is a skill like any other.  It is not in any way 

innate.  It is a skill that anyone can learn. 
 

Accordingly, I have arranged with the Course Co-

ordinator to schedule a course to be run for 4 weeks in 

October/November this year (taking into account the 

U3A holiday on Mon 5 November) entitled “How to read 

music”. Starting with the assumption that you know 

nothing, this course will teach you all about musical 

notation. It will not teach you how to sing or how to play 

an instrument. It will not teach you why some 

combinations of notes sound pleasant and other 

combinations are dis-chordant. It will simply teach you 

how to translate “the dots” into an accurate description 

of the notes to be played or sung and the rhythm of 

those notes.  That should be an adequate foundation for 

you to sing in a choir or learn to play an instrument. 
 

If you are interested in this course, please contact me so 

that I can get some idea of numbers who might attend. 

David (Knobby) Clarke, 0408 793 793 

The number of mugs 

we have in the 

kitchen area seems 

to decrease over the 

term as they get 

broken or become 

unusable. The 

number of members we have also 

continues to increase, so it is a big 

thanks to Heather Stirling for the 

donation of about 20 mugs for the 

kitchen.   

Free Flu Vaccinations 
This flu season, Link Health and Community are offering eligible individuals within the 

City of Monash the opportunity to receive a FREE influenza vaccination. 
 

Link HC will provide the flu vaccine FREE of charge, to people aged 65+ years of age.  

U3A have arranged with Link to hold a clinic at Batesford Hub in early May.  This mobile 

service can save you $20 for the vaccination, plus cost and time of travelling to a Doctor 

or pharmacy. One of Link’s experienced practice nurses will administer the vaccine. 

Further information will be available in the U3A office 

Batesford Hub Clinic 1 Clinic 2 Location 

Flu Vaccination Wedneday 9
th

 May 

2:30 – 3:30pm 

Thursday 10
th

 May 

2:30 – 3:30pm 

Small Meeting room, 

Ground Floor 

One-minute Volunteering 
∗ Please wipe your mug before putting it back on the tray - 

the trays were awash on several occasions last week. UGH! 

If the tea towels are wet, you can ask the office staff to put 

out dry ones - we have plenty. 

∗ Please bring your own mug if you like to take your coffee 

into your class. Naturally, we get complaints when the trays 

are empty (because the mugs have been taken into classes). 

∗ Unless you have been asked to leave the tables & chairs out 

for the next class, please put them against the wall at the 

end of your class. 

Thank you for volunteering. 

An excerpt from our 2015  “30 year booklet” 

Movies Golden Years 
This course is in its ninth Year in 2015.  The Tutor is an 

unashamed movie fan with no particular education in 

cinema.  The Golden Years (1928-60) were the halcyon days of 

the big studios, particularly in Hollywood. Although we look at 

many aspects of films, our emphasis is on classic movies, big 

stars and famous directors.  The same charm and kindly 

consideration that is well known to many U3A members is 

provided by the Tutor.  Before showing a movie each week, 

some cryptic clues about the stars and/or the movie are 

provided and class members are invited to guess and question 

their way to the answers.  Wrong guesses result in learning 

opportunities through ridicule, sarcasm and humiliation, much 

to the enjoyment of the Tutor.  Some class members have 

been attending since inception and occasionally offer 

appropriate movies of their own to be shown.                          

                                    Robert Maslen 

☺☺☺☺
My life is now broken up into these 4 segments: 

sleeping, eating, working and a large one for 

looking for things I only just had a minute ago. 


